55, dark hair, and swarthy complexion, stout-make, unmarried, had been for many years subject to attacks of periodical insanity. The intervals between the paroxysms were often of several months1 duration ; but his mind had become much weakened, and he also laboured under a considerable degree of imperfect general paralysis, more particularly of the lower extremities.
In consequence of this he had been long bed-ridden, and his back having sloughed from the continued pressure of constantly lying upon it, and the greatly weakened state of the nervous system, he sunk on the 20th November 1830. During his illness he had occasional slight attacks of maniacal delirium.
Examination.?Head.?The skull over the frontal sinuses was fully half an inch thick, and their cavities were completely filled up with bone. In other parts it was natural as to thickness ; but everywhere it exhibited increased density and hardness.
The membranes showed nothing preternatural. The brain was generally soft, but more particularly in the parts forming the parietes of the ventricles. There was no congestion or effusion.
Thorax.?There were extensive adhesion between the pleura pulmonalis and costalis on both sides. The lungs were healthy, and the heart had undergone no morbid change. Abdomen.?On opening the parietes, the colon was seen very much enlarged and filling all the centre,?the small intestines being pushed to the sides. The caput caecum was very much enlarged ; and the colon, instead of ascending in the usual way to form the transverse arch, turned suddenly at the lower margin of the liver towards the umbilicus; it then rose to the epigastric region, and, making two large convolutions, completely filled this region and the umbilical; it then descended tortuously on the left side,?the sigmoid flexure, as well as the rectum, being very much enlarged. The liver was rather increased in size, and granular; the gall-bladder, natural as to size, was full of pale-coloured bile. The stomach was large, but was hid by the colon. The kidneys were natural. The spinal marrow was examined in the lumbar region, but it exhibited no decided morbid change.
22d. Rebecca Shillinglaw, act. 33, fair complexion, tall and slender-make, unmarried, a servant, was admitted into the Asylum on 2Gth December 1828, in a state of melancholy, accompanied with great excitement. The attack commenced about six months before. She supposed that she had brought ruin upon all her friends; and she seemed to suffer much distress from the idea, that she had had several children; whilst she at the same time declared that she never was with child, and appeared most anxious to convince all about that such was the case.
Her agitation and apprehension were very great. She was in constant irritation. She was also very suspicious; and she often refused her food from supposing that poison was mixed with it. A few weeks before her death she fancied that she was to be married; and from this time her irritability increased, and, believing every day to be her wedding-day, she begged to be sent to her friends, as they were all anxiously waiting for her, and had every thing prepared. Her 
